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“People were bringing little children to 
Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked 
them. When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the 
little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. Truly I 
tell you, anyone who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.’”

Mark 10:13–15

● Maturity

“We live in an age where too many who 
profess to be Christians rarely consider 
their spiritual maturity—an age when 
many consider spiritual immaturity a 
mark of authenticity, and when people 
associate doubt with humility and 
assurance with pride.”

Tim Challies

● Seeds/soil

● Vines/branches

● Fruit

● Bodies

● Races

● Buildings



  

● teleios
– perfect
– complete



  

“Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is 
perfect.”

Matthew 5:48

● Movement

● Murder → hatred

● Adultery → lust

● Love friends → enemies

● Go deep
– Matthew 19:16–21



  

“Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers 
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: forgetting what is behind and 
straining towards what is ahead, I press 
on towards the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenwards in 
Christ Jesus.

All of us, then, who are mature should 
take such a view of things.”

Philippians 3:12–15

● Forwards
– Goal

“I’ve finished the race”
2 Timothy 4:8



  

“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on 
sinning, so that grace may increase? By 
no means! We are those who have died to 
sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or 
don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised 
into his death? We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life.”

Romans 6:1–4

“In the same way, count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires. Do not offer any part of yourself 
to sin as an instrument of wickedness, 
but rather offer yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death 
to life; and offer every part of yourself to 
him as an instrument of righteousness.”

Romans 6:11–13

“Whatever happens, conduct 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.”

Philippians 1:27

“Only let us live up to what we have 
already attained.”

Philippians 3:16

“I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received.”

Ephesians 4:1

● The Gospel taken to it’s logical 
conclusion.



  

“We have much to say about this, but it is 
hard to make it clear to you because you 
no longer try to understand. In fact, 
though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you 
the elementary truths of God’s word all 
over again. You need milk, not solid food! 
Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 
infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. But solid 
food is for the mature, who by constant 
use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.”

Hebrews 5:11–14

● Lack of understanding
– Deliberate!

● Frustration

● Discipline and effort

Maturity = Discernment and Knowledge



  

“But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, 
and how from infancy you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:14–17

● Learned as a child

● Useful
– Teaching
– Rebuking
– Correcting
– Training

● Equipped for good work

● Hands

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.”

Ephesians 2:10

“… who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all wickedness and to purify for 
himself a people that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good.”

Titus 2:14

Maturity = Action



  

Maturity = Endurance
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.”

James 1:2–4

“Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out 
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith.”

Hebrews 12:1–2



  

Maturity = Unity
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 
equip his people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back 
and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the 
whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.”

Ephesians 4:11–16

● Single body, together

● “whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ”

● Grow together, or not at all

● Knowledge and discernment

● Action and good works

● Patience and endurance



  

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. For you died, 
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your 
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because 
of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to 
walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But 
now you must also rid yourselves of all such things 
as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, 
since you have taken off your old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator. Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together 
in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. Let the 
message of Christ dwell among you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:1–17
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